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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
CITY COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA

CONVENED THIS 17" DAY OF DECEMBER, 2008, 7:40 P.M.
AMEDEE O. “DICK” RICHARDS, JR., COUNCIL CHAMBERS

ROLL CALL

CLOSED SESSION
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1424 MISSION STREET

The regular meeting of the City Council and the
Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) was con-
vened at 7:40 p.m. by Mayor/CRA Chair Sifuentes. City
Councilmembers/Agency Members present: Cacciotti
Putnam, and Ten; Mayor Pro tem/CRA Vice Chair
Schneider; and Mayor/CRA Chair Sifuentes. Council-
members/Agency Members absent: None. Other officials
present: City Manager/Agency Executive Director
Myers; Assistant City Attorney/Agency Counsel Adams;
Police Chief Watson; Fire Chief Wallace; Interim
Finance Director Hause; Community Services Director
Gonzalez; City Librarian Fjeldsted; Public Works
Director Sweeney and Deputy Public Works Director
Furukawa; Planning and Building Department Director
Watkins; Interim Transportation Manager Catenacci; and
City Clerk/Agency Secretary Kilby.

Mayor Pro tem Schneider offered the invocation and led
the Pledge of Allegiance.

City Attomey Adams reported that the Council meeting
was called to order by the Mayor at approximately 6:30
p-m. and that ultimately all members of the Council were
present for discussion of items listed on the Closed
Session agenda. The first three items, Items #3, #4, and
#5, he said, are allowed into Closed Session pursuant to
Government Code Section 54956.9(a). The Council met
with legal counsel on pending litigation, he said, South
Pasadena Citizens for Responsible Redevelopment v.
City of South Pasadena, et al., Case No. BS 115424, The
Council received a brief report from Special Counsel, he
said, and the Council will recess following the meeting to
continue discussion on this matter. They met on pending
litigation, he said, City of South Pasadena .
Metropolitan Transportation Authority Case No. BS
116620. The Council received a briefing from Special
Counsel, he said, gave direction to litigators, but took no
action and there is nothing further to report. They met on
pending litigation, he said, Denboer Engineering &
Construction, Inc., v. City of South Pasadena Case No.
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GC 040276. They received a briefing from the City
Attorney’s office, he said, and gave direction but took no
final action. They met on labor negotiations pursuant to
Government Code Section 54957.6, employee organiza-
tions: Firefighters® Association (FFA); Battalion Chiefs’
Association (BC); Police Officers’ Association (POA);
Public Service Employees’ Association (PSEA); and
Management Employees, with City negotiators Richard
Kreisler and City Manager Lilian Myers. He said they
received a report from negotiators and gave direction. No
further action was taken, and there is nothing further to
report, he said. Mayor Sifuentes noted that since the
Council will be reconvening in Closed Session, the
meeting will end no later than 10:30 p.m.

Alisa Mann, Chair, Public Safety Commission, presented
the Commission’s annual report. A written report had
been distributed to the Council in the agenda packet.

John Lesak, Chair, Cultural Ieritage Commission,
presented the Heritage Restoration Awards, a program of
the City, the Cultural Heritage Commission, and the
South Pasadena Preservation Foundation. He illustrated
his presentation with PowerPoint slides. Properties
receiving the awards were 800 Fair Oaks Avenue; 1509
Mission Street; and 1116 Milan Avenue, and
representatives of the restoration projects were present to
receive the awards.

Dave Ford, Southern California Edison Region Manager,
Local Public Affairs; and Holly Merrihew, Edison
Account Executive, Local Government Segment,
Government and Institutions, outlined the history of the
City’s partici-pation in energy-saving programs and
presented a rebate check for $38,000 to Mayor Sifuentes
for the City’s installation of energy-efficient motors at
Graves Well 2 and Wilson Booster B under the
Agricultural Energy-Efficiency Program. Ms. Merrihew
stated that additional funds will be presented in the
future. Mr. Ford, Councilmember Cacciotti, and Mayor
Sifuentes acknowledged the joint efforts of Edison and
the City to implement numerous energy-saving
initiatives.
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Councilmember Cacciotti reported on activities of the
Arroyo Seco Golf Course Committee, the Natural
Resources and Environmental Commission (NREC), and
the Design Advisory Group. He requested input from
residents on the community’s needs related to the golf
course property. He said the NREC is addressing water
conservation and the City’s tree ordinance. He described
completed and planned Interim Traffic Improvements,
including needed projects on Fair Oaks Avenue. He
asked about possible overwatering at City parks. In
regard to infrastructure, he said the City is in need of $16
million in water system infrastructure repair. He said that
when Wilson Reservoir is out of service for
reconstruction, it will cost the City $3.4 million to
purchase water from the Metropolitan Water District. He
requested that the City sponsor tours of the water system
on a Saturday morning in January, to include the Garfield
Reservoir and the newly reconstructed Grand Reservoirs,
utilizing City Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) buses. He
asked that promotional materials be mailed and that a
large advertisement be placed in the South Pasadena
Review to promote the event. This was seconded by
Mayor Pro tem Schneider.

Councilmember Ten acknowledged the South Pasadena
High School, its Booster Club, Therese Molina, and
volunteers involved in the recent successful Tiger Run.
He reported that he attended the first Arrive Alive
student offender program, which provided a two-hour
safety training course. He thanked Officers Robledo and
Cetro for their work at the event. He noted that although
all attendees were boys, 95% of child pedestrian vs.
vehicle accidents involve girls. He said he wanted the
Public Safety Commission to provide an educational
program targeted specifically to girls and their parents.

Councilmember Putnam asked for an update on the
Athens fuel surcharge issue. He asked about the repaving
of Pasadena Avenue and whether the PictureArts
expansion developer was obligated to repave the entire
street and not just a portion of it. He reported that the
City has several ongoing lawsuits, including one in
which the City sued the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority in connection with Proposition R on the
November 2008 ballot. This proposition included
funding for a 710 tunnel project, he said, in spite of the
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fact that there is no tunnel project at this time. He said
that Mayor Pro tem Schneider and Mayor Sifuentes were
in a settlement conference last week, and that he and
Councilmember Ten are scheduled to attend a settlement
conference 12/18/08. He thanked the councilmembers for
their efforts on this issue. He thanked the South Pasadena
Tournament of Roses Committee for its efforts to fund
and construct the City float. He announced the
Committee’s Crunch Time fundraising event. He wished
all happy holidays.

Mayor Pro tem Schneider reported on the Parks and
Recreation Commission, stating that the Commission
voted to rename Majors Field for Dave Nelson, who
passed away. He commended staff member Sergio
Gonzalez for his efforts mediating a dispute between
Little League and AYSO. He reported on the Planning
Commission, which heard two requests for extensions of
approvals. He said he anticipates this to be a recurring
problem due to the economic climate.

Mayor Sifuentes reported that the Council received a
letter from Mr.- Hoffman, California Banquet Corpor-
ation, doing business as Wild Thyme Café and Shaker’s
Restaurant, expressing some concerns. He requested that
City Attorney Adams review this and respond.

In regard to the passage of Proposition R, Mayor
Sifuentes said the City will be receiving approximately
$257,000. He requested that staff prepare a report on
obtaining funding from this proposition for bike ways in
the City, particularly around schools. He said the
Pasadena Star-News reported 12/03/08 on the “Easy
Designation” program, a way cities can engage
corporations in doing business. He announced the Athens
Christmas tree pick-up program.

City Manager Myers announced that Sergio Gonzalez
has been promoted from Community Services Director to
Assistant City Manager, effective next week. She
described his background since joining the City in 2003.
She requested that Item #20 be taken out of order so that
the report on permissible public comment can be heard
prior to the public comment period. No objections were
voiced. In regard to the question about the Athens fuel
surcharge, she reported that staff is working with the
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company and that Athens has agreed to adjust its rate.
She said the City Attorney has reviewed the language
and that the issue will be ready to be reviewed and
approved by Council at the first meeting of February. In
regard to overwatering, City Manager Myers said this is
being addressed. In response to an earlier request, she
said she will investigate PictureArts’ obligation to repave
the entire street adjacent to its construction project.

Councilmember Cacciotti requested removing Item #7,
Minutes, and Item #11, Redevelopment Agency report,
from the Consent Calendar for separate consideration.
No members of the public wished to remove any item for
separate consideration.

By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council approved the
Prepaid Warrants #155374-155449, General City
Warrants #155450-155597, and payroll 12-12-08, for a
total of $1,453,500.97. Sitting as the Community
Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Board, they approved the
CRA warrants of $7,268.07 (amount included in above
warrants).

(Cacciotti, Putnam)

By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council approved to
receive and file the listing of Mayor Sifuentes’
appointments of Councilmembers to various City
commission, boards, committees, ad hoc committees, and
regional groups. He made the following appointments;

Mayor Sifuentes appointed Councilmember Cacciotti as
Council liaison to the Animal Commission, the Natural
Resources and Environmental Commission, the Ad Hoc
Arroyo Seco Golf Course and Racquet Centre Lease
Subcommittee, and the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy. Mayor Sifuentes appointed him as a
member of the Design Advisory Group. Mayor Sifuentes
appointed him as the alternate liaison to the Gold Line
Phase Il Joint Powers Authority Board. He is currently
the San Gabriel Valley Board Member of the South
Coast Air Quality Management District.

Mayor Sifuentes appointed -Councilmember Putnam as
Council liaison to the Finance Committee, the Library
Board of Trustees, the Tunnel Feasibility Study Working
Group, the California Joint Powers Insurance Authority;
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and as alternate representative to the Los Angeles County
Sanitation Board District 16 and the League of California
Cities.

Mayor Sifuentes appointed Mayor Pro tem Schneider as
Council liaison to the Cultural Heritage Commission, the
Parks and Recreation Commission, the Planning
Commission, the Youth Commission, and the 4" of July
Festival of Balloons Committee. Mayor Sifuentes
appointed him as a member of the Design Advisory
Group. Mayor Sifuentes appointed Mayor Pro tem
Schneider as alternate liaison to the San Gabriel Valley
Council of Governments and committees.

Mayor Sifuentes appointed Councilmember Ten as
Council liaison to the Senior Citizens’ Commission, the
Ad Hoc City Council and South Pasadena Unified
School District Subcommittee, and the Tournament of
Roses Committee. He was appointed by Mayor Sifuentes
to represent the City on the Arroyo Verdugo Subregion
Steering Committee, the Foothill Workforce Investment
Board, and the Gold Line Phase II Joint Powers
Authority Board. He represents District 36 on the
Southern California Association of Governments and
serves on various SCAG committees.

Mayor Sifuentes will serve as liaison to the Community
Redevelopment Commission, the Public Safety
Commission, the Transportation Commission, the Ad
Hoc Arroyo Seco Golf Course and Racquet Centre Lease
Subcommittee, and the Ad Hoc City Council and South
Pasadena Unified School District Subcommittee. He
serves on the Los Angeles County City Selection
Committee and the Los Angeles County Sanitation
Board, District 16. He serves as liaison to the League of
California Cities and the San Gabriel Valley Council of
Governments and its committees.

{(Cacciotti, Putnam)

By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council and the Council
sitting as the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA)
approved to receive and file the monthly investment
reports for October, 2008.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)
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By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council adopted Resolution
No. 7015, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFOR-
NIA, AUTHORIZING SIGNATURES ON CITY BANK
CHECKS, and the Council sitting as the Community
Redevelopment Agency Board adopted Resolution No.
2008-06, A RESOLUTION OF THE AGENCY BOARD
OF THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGEN-
CY OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALI-
FORNIA, AUTHORIZING SIGNATURES ON THE
AGENCY BANK ACCOUNT.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)

By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council adopted Resolution
No. 7021, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALI-
FORNIA, RECITING THE FACT OF THE SPECIAL
MUNICIPAL ELECTION HELD ON NOVEMBER 4,
2008 DECLARING THE RESULT AND SUCH
OTHER MATTERS AS PROVIDED BY LAW.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)

By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council adopted Resolution
No. 7020, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALI-
FORNIA, APPROVING THE DESTRUCTION OF
CERTAIN POLICE RECORDS.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)

By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council authorized the
purchase of one Automated License Plate Reader
(ALPR) from PIPS Technology in the amount of
$31,961; waived bidding requirements and authorized a
single source purchase pursuant to South Pasadena
Municipal Code Section 2.99-29 (11) (j); and
appropriated $31,961 from Fiscal Year 2008-09 Budget
Reserves to the Police Department Machinery and
Equipment Account #101-4011-8520.
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(Cacciotti, Putnam)

By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council authorized the City
Manager to sign an amendment to a contract with
Transportation Engineering and Planning, Inc., (TEP) for
on-call traffic engineering services.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)

By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council authorized the City
manager to enter into a contract with JMDiaz, Inc., for a
not-to-exceed amount of $36,394 for design services for
the Glendon/El Centro Grade Crossing Modification
Project.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)

By roll call vote (5 ayes), the Council adopted Resolution
No. 7019, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALI-
FORNIA, APPROVING FINAL TRACT MAP NO.
61309.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)

Councilmember Cacciotti asked about requests he made
on 12/03/08 to draft two letters to legislators about
infrastructure needs and about the bail out to automobile
manufacturers. City Manager Myers said the departments
are gathering information on infrastructure needs to
include in the letter to legislators related to the Economic
Stimulus Package. In regard to the letter about the
automobile manufacturers’ bail out, she said the letter is
drafted and can be sent tomorrow. Without objection, it
was determined that all Councilmembers would sign the
letter and that it would be sent as soon as possible.

By voice vote (5 ayes), the Council approved the minutes
of the regular meeting of December 3, 2008.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)
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FY 2007-08 Councilmember Cacciotti requested periodic updates of
REDEVELOPMENT the downtown revitalization project. He received a call,
AGENCY ANNUAL he said, from residents about possible fire code violations
REPORT on the sides of the alley at the entrance to the parking

structure at the project on Mound/Hope. He said there are
serious concerns by the Design Review Board about the
color and size of hallways. By consensus, it was
determined that an update on the downtown project
would take place every two months. This request was
seconded by Councilmember Putnam.,

By voice vote (5 ayes), the Council and the Council
sitting as the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA)
approved to receive and file the CRA’s Annual Report,
which included a financial transaction report, an audited
independent financial report from the previous fiscal
year, a description of the Agency’s activities in the
previous year affecting housing and displacement, the
Agency’s progress in alleviating blight, a status report on
all loans made by the Agency that are $50,000 or more,
and a description of the total number and nature of the
properties the Agency owns.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)
PERMISSIBLE PUBLIC  City Attorney Adams presented the staff report on
COMMENT UNDER permissible public comment allowed under the Brown
THE BROWN ACT Act. Members of the public are permitted to speak on

matters on the agenda and on any other matters that are
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Council, he
said. He provided examples. The Council meeting is a
limited public forum, he said. Questions followed. Mayor
Pro tem Schneider cautioned that the Council should
interpret “subject matter jurisdiction” liberally. City
Attorney Adams said the Council could adopt a policy as
to what the Council would consider for public comment.
Councilmember Putnam noted that the Council is aware
of the parameters, and that the restrictions are not abused.

PUBLIC COMMENT Ted Shaw, 533 Orange Grove Avenue, Chair, South
Tournament of Roses Pasadena Tournament of Roses Committee, distributed
Crunch Time Party flyers and showed a poster on the overhead projector

describing the annual Tournament of Roses fundraising
Crunch Time Party 12/29/08. He described the
decorating and judging of the City float. He thanked the
Council for its support. He responded to questions from
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the Council.

Phil Dunn, Administrator, Foothill Workforce Invest-
ment Board, provided the Council with an update on the
work of the Board, which provides employment and
training services to residents in a six-city jurisdiction. He
had distributed a written report to the Council. He noted
that Councilmember Ten is Chair of the Policy Board.
He responded to questions that followed from
Councilmembers. Councilmember Ten made remarks
about the group’s funding and activities. Mr. Dunn
described the group’s 32-member Workforce Develop-
ment Board, a public/private partnership. He described
how the group works with employees who are laid off
and with companies that close. Councilmember Cacciotti
requested that the group’s mobile training unit be
brought to the 2009 Clean Air Car Show.

City Manager Mpyers presented the staff report,
accompanied by PowerPoint sides. She answered
questions from the Council during the presentation.

Mayor Sifuentes opened the public comment period. No
one came forward, and he closed the public comment
period.

By voice vote (5 ayes), the Council approved to receive
and file this report of the status of the six-month
objectives toward meeting the City’s Strategic Plan.

(Cacciotti, Putnam)

Public Works Director Sweeney presented the staff
report on the status of 17 capital improvement projects,
accompanied by PowerPoint slides. Questions from the
Council were answered during the presentation.
Councilmember Cacciotti asked about the corner of
Fairview and Mission, where the Mission Street Business
District improvements had been made. He suggested that
the last parking space on the south side adjacent to the
new bulbout be eliminated for public safety. Mayor Pro
tem Schneider asked if the last space before corners
could be designated for compact cars. City Manager
Myers said alternatives could be investigated and brought
back to the Council. Councilmember Ten asked about
two sets of lights that are now being used on Mission
Street in the same district. He asked whether one set of
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lights could be eliminated. City Manager Myers said this
would be evaluated since one set of lights is purely
decorative. Mayor Sifuentes asked about asphalt repairs
made at Marengo and Huntington. Deputy Public Works
Director Furukawa responded to questions. Council-
member Ten asked about the temporary traffic island on
Garfield at Ashbourne; he said the residents agreed to
fund a permanent island if the no-left-turn directional
island worked. City Manager Myers asked if there were
any documents that confirm that agreement. Mayor Pro
tem Schneider said that street repair should be
undertaken on Hermosa from Hillside to Grand. Mr.
Furukawa said costs for the one segment that is not yet
paved can be obtained. In regard to Interim Traffic
Improvements on Fair Oaks, Director Sweeney said he is
meeting with Doug Failing, Caltrans, regarding the
proposed phasing project. Discussion followed, with
Mayor Sifuentes suggesting that he invite representatives
from Senator Cedillo’s office and Assemblymember
Portantino’s office to the meeting. Councilmember Ten
suggested that the Fair Oaks project could be put out to
bid again to obtain lower estimates. Discussion took
place about the planned 110 median upgrade project. In
the event that the City receives funds from the federal
government for the Fair Oaks projects, Councilmember
Cacciotti asked that the City coordinate this with the
Caltrans’ 110 median project. Director Sweeney said he
would monitor the scheduling for the 110 project.

Mayor Sifuentes opened the public comment period. No
one came forward, and he closed the public comment
period.

By voice vote (5 ayes), the Council approved to receive
and file this report of capital improvement projects.

{Cacciotti, Ten)

Community Services Director Gonzalez presented the
staff report, accompanied by PowerPoint slides. He
proposed that priority registration be offered to City
residents for City events for an initial two-week period,
followed by a four-week registration period open to all.
This includes Halloween, Breakfast with Santa, and
Spring Eggstravaganza, he said. Councilmember Ten
complimented staff on the Breakfast with Santa event.
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Questions followed, responded to by Mr. Gonzalez.

Mayor Sifuentes opened the public comment period. No
one came forward, and he closed the public comment
period.

By voice vote (5 ayes), the Council approved the
proposed language for an administrative policy
authorizing priority registration to South Pasadena
residents for community events for a two-week period
during the registration period.

(Cacciotti, Ten)

With Council concurrence, Mayor Sifuentes reappointed
the following: John Lesak to the Cultural Heritage
Commission for a three-year term until 06/30/2011;
Vijay Sehgal to the Planning Commission for a three-
year term until 01/01/2012; and Henry Chung Leong and
Charles Minning to the Public Safety Commission for
three-year terms until 01/12/2012.

By consensus, the Council recessed to Closed Session at
10:00 p.m. and the Councilmembers left the Chambers to
reconvene in the City Hall Second Floor Conference
Room.

City Attorney Adams reported that the Council
reconvened in Closed Session to meet with legal counsel
on pending litigation, South Pasadena Citizens for
Responsible Redevelopment v. City of South Pasadena,
et al., Case No. BS 115424, pursuant to Government
Code Section 54956.9(a). The Council received a brief
report from counsel, provided direction, and took no final
action, he said. There was nothing further to report, he
said, and they adjourned at 10:50 p.m.

ENA 4

David Sifuentes
Mayor
Chair, CRA




