CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA

OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
1414 MISSION STREET, SOUTH PASADENA, CA 91030
TEL: 626.403.7230 FAX: 626.403.7211

April 13,2011

Via Email & U.S. Mail

Ron Kosinski, Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
Caltrans, District 7

100 South Main Street, MS 16A

Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Comments on Notice of Preparation and Scoping Comments on PM 26.7/32
(So Called “Gap Closure” Project)

Dear Mr. Kosinski:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment upon the Scope of the Proposed
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (jointly referred
to as “EIR/EIS”) on what you refer to as the “710 Gap Closure.” South Pasadena has been
involved in this issue for decades. Initially, the primary concern was on the devastating impacts
a proposed surface route would have on South Pasadena and the surrounding communities. Now
an important concern is that limited resources be expended in a way that most cost-effectively
increases mobility in the region.

In preparing this letter, the City has had assistance from its special counsel and two sets
of transportation experts, Jeffrey Tumlin and Colin Burgett of Nelson\Nygaard Consulting
Associates, Inc., and Norm Marshall of Smart Mobility. The resumes of the transportation
experts are attached as Attachments A and B.

I SUMMARY OF POSITION.

First, we begin by pointing out that there is not a “gap™ to be closed. The line drawn on a
map by transportation planners in the 1950°s was not set in stone. Things have changed. This is
not unusual. Many highways once on the drawing board have been abandoned as governmental
agencies wisely decide to divert resources to transit and non-highway transportation investments.
South Pasadena continues to believe funding for multi-modal options should be done with the
funds designated in Measure R (tunnel).































































































































































































































































FIGURE 2:

GROWTH OF LUNG FUNCTION DECREASES AS TRAFFIC-RELATED AIR POLLUTION INCREASES
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MOBILE SOURCES ARE THE MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS TO OXIDES OF NITROGEN IN THE REGION'S AIR
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Aircraft/Ships/Trains, 14%

Off-road Equipment/
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Source: South Coost Air Quality Management District, Air Quality Management Plon, 2003,

AUGUST 2004 ROAD TO AN UNHEALTHY FUTURE FOR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S CHILDREN



FIGURE 4:

MAXIMUM POLLUTANT CONCENTRATIONS AS PERCENT OF FEDERAL STANDARDS
SOUTH COAST AIR BASIN COMPARED TO OTHER URBAN AREAS (2002)
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more-polluted communities develop more slowly and that
these deficits probably have long-term health and social
consequences.’ [Figs. 1 & 2] CHS results also show that
children with asthma get sicker when exposed to higher
levels of pollutants associated with traffic emissions [Fig.
3], such as particulate matter (PM) and nitrogen dioxide,

In addition, the CHS shows that (1) in higher ozone
communities, children with significant outdoor activity
develop asthma more often than children in less polluted
communities, anc (2) when ozone levels go up, children
develop more acute respiratory problems, causing them to
miss school. These absences, in turn, create an added
economic burden for caregivers,” and for school districts
which lose per-pupil funding. They may also interfere with
a child’s education.

Federal government deadlines for cleaning the region’s air
have been delayed

The four-county region (L.A., Orange, Riverside and San
Bernardino) has some of the highest levels of particulate
matter (small particle pollution from exhaust, fuel combus-

URBAN INITIATIVE POLICY BRIEF AUGUST 2004

tion, road dust and other sources) anc ozone in the
country, [Figs. 4, 5 & G]. Ozone levels last year rose to the
highest levels in the past five years. [Fig. 7]. Under a plan
implemented by the South Coast Air Quality Management
District (AQMD), the area had until 2010 to achieve
improved air quality. But in April 2004, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued stricter
ozone rules that, while they will be harder for Southern
California to meet, also extended its smog cleanup deadline
to 2021.

New mobile sources of pellution continue to be added

Already accommodating 16 million people, 9 million
cars, and 261,000 diesel vehicles, by 2020 the four-county
region of the LA metropolitan area will add several million
more cars and thousands more trucks to the roads,
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